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Rutland VT Herald

February 17, 1986

CIA Consultant Thinks Days.
Numbered for Marcos Regime

By ED BARNA

Communist insurgents lack the stfengih to Otl)lst
u
military officers fighting those insurgents might
turn against ‘Marcos and“his -army cronies, ac-

Philippine President’ Ferdinand Marcos,

cording to political scientist: enberg.

Rosenberg, a professor at.
told a Rutland audlenceiast week that he_had

ebury Co ege.
_hggn_ - A mijlitary reform committee of younger officers

lower-echelon’ iield commanders, Rosenberg told
the told the Rutland Peace Network Thursday at
‘the Unitarian' Church. Those officers are increas-
ingly impatient with the.contrast between their
dangerous duty in isolated areas and the wealth
and corruption in senior military circles in Manila,
Rosenberg said. .

has criticized the military’s share in plundering the

what is happening in te Philippines

-His-area of greatest expertise, he said,.is the
uerrilla movement itself; which he described as a

ocal reaction to extreme poverty without ties to
uerrillas are - well
and are
“probably the most rapidly- growing commumst in-.

ower. But "the

any foreign
ave good lea

organized, ership,

suri ncy in the.world today," he said

e Job ot tightmg those forces has been left to:_ )

Philippine economy, he'said.*‘The situation is ripe !
or a junior officer coup d'etat,” he said . ‘

By now.everyone knows Marcos time is runmns
out, Rosenberg said, with the possible exception o
the United States. Marcos is suffering from Lupus
Eryehenatosis, " a:- progressive egenerative '
disease, and Rosenberg estimated he has six mon-
ths to two years to live. :
. “He barely»made..jt through the campaign, P
.(See Page 32: Rosenberg) ’

T N - .
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35

Kosenberg

(Continued from Page17) . S e ia

‘Rogenberg said, by being carried dunng hlS half‘
“dog 80U taide Manila. ““He apparently had a:
: portable: ‘machine, which he used in pubhc-

view severaltimes,” he said.:
Marcos used:30, percent of: the country s year
budget to buy. votes in the election, Rosenberg said,

- spending’ half a-billion" dollars even though: the ..
country is $28 sbillion .in .debt.’ Major banks, like .
Chase Manhattan -and The Bank of America. will
.not “roll over® their loans — “‘they weren’t going to

invest another»plugged peso in‘that. countn'un

‘got backon the foad a "hesaid. e

The real turning.po ti'n +the-politiFal it
‘Rosenberg said; was when 1P chLLe hy
“DeVt;-and ‘Sen¥David: D of; ’"R'—llinn

the' Select Committee “on iIntel ence- issued a-
_report.last November sa ‘the. Marcos regime:
-was:‘unable ‘and unlikely*to 'make the necessa
“reforms to slow or halt the:insurgency," though

~this would have {0 be doneinthree years: to prevenL .forces.will disappear

‘s"- ey

t,+Ros 'berg aaid, a:number. ofh h
level. Americai) officials'preasured uarcoa to ho
elections earlierthan 1987, =~ .. -

"all-out civil war.§4,*.

Pollg indicate Corazon Aquino actually led Mar—

»cos by a 4-1 matginin urban areas and a.3-1 margin -
“inrural areas; Rpsenberg said.So Marcos has done

Iwhat he did ifter the: M? 1984 National.Assembly-..

'electiona. Rosenberg said.-He' had delayedfthe vote
countto allow manipulations. -
If massive demonstrltions’ and strikea brint ihe

country to a halt, there are many, i{oups that would@-i

.welcome . Marcos”: departure,-~tRosenberg - said.:

‘Although a few American corporationa have leased .

marshal law-in 1872 or. surround
- t:h

2/ .ecomomy,

large tracts of 1and in some. .provinces; theintéma- :

‘tional business’ community as a whole*iaragainat :
Marcos, he said.c... 3 £,
. In the U.S.. goVemment: I think:¢

EEIIINNE M

'undersecretarr’leveL and* the* depntyﬁu;fatant "
"i”'levei there -are: manymopie who realize:theiims -

{).ortance of not.saying thing'"’ and‘aeem
gto give U.S.su urporttonarcoa. besald. % 2 -
ut the possibility.:remains that Marcos will con-
duct 4 brutal. crackdown, or-even’ aaaauinate
Aquino and Salvadore Laurel, Rosenberg said. .

.-He- had never thought l(arcoa wo deciare i

with; 10,000 - troo, 4
ass‘assinate him.p?or“do’ :‘o

obVious “fra

‘Rosenberg wo d not be surpriaedénow to xee Gor~

:azon Aquino killed'; *. -

If Marcos oP:-his ctomes stay in (Power through
come an

-force, then civil war. the moderate

xo into the: coun

weakeninx

ed skills.- »
There is already a waiting ilst hali xliion

Fillpinos who want to come to the L Tited sﬁ s, he

< And ‘as American intervention turns the civil in-
surgency into a war of national liberation against a

rside; to.

. foreign . power,: ."they would ‘be unstoppablc."

e\-. .....

“Rosenbery said. . ,
-Not that there is no ho )e. “We came very c}ose to-: ;

‘the best-case scenario” in the recent election.f

Rosenberg said. . :
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;DAY MORNING, DECEMBER 4, 1983

By BARBARA BOSWORTH

MIDDLEBURY — The ac-
quittal of Fabbian C. Ver of the
assassination of Benigno
Aquino will cause many
Filipinos to lose faith in
peaceful, constitutional
change in their country, ac-
cording to a Middlebury Col-
lege professor who is a
specialist on the Philippines.

However, Aquino’s widow,
Corazon Aquino, who announc-
ed her presidential candidacy
Tuesday, may be successful in
opposing President Ferdinand
E. Marcos and restoring con-
stitutional government and
civil liberties, David

id.

osenberg has studied the
Philippines since 1968 as a
political scientist, and has
been a consultant on the
Philippines for congresssional
committees, State Depart-
ment agencies, the Agency for
International Deve opment,
the and other organiza-
tions. He has also taught at the
University of the Philippines
as a visiting professor.

as chief of the Philippines
military following his trial.
During his trial, the court had
ruled that evidence against
him gathered by an in-
vestigatin commission could
not be used in the trial.
ut the acquittal on Monday
was “‘simply incredible to
most Filipinos who view the
assassination as a military
plot,”’ Rosenberg said.
Aquino was the country’s
leading opposition leader and
was killed upon his arrival at

Ver was quickly reinstated

the airport in Manila.

" The outcome of the trial of
Ver and 25 other defendants
will sharply polarize the
politics of ' the Philippines,
Rosenberg said. The acquittal
and reinstatement will pro-
bably indicate to Filipinos that
they cannot depend on their
judicial system to help restore
democratic government,
which has been suspended dur-
ing Marcos' 20-year rule, he
said.

Many members of the
Filipino middle class have
been committed to the rule of
law and constitutional govern-
ment, according to Rosenberg.
«1 doubt that they will join the
revolutionary movement, but
they will leave the country.”

Rosenberg called Corazon
Aquino the Phili ines’ “last
hope.” The presl ential elec-
tion, scheduled for Feb. 1,
“might be the last election for
along time,” he said.

‘‘As Benigno Aquino’s
widow, Corazon Aquino is a
very powerful symbol of anti-
Marcos opposition. She has
pulled together a wide range of

roups in opposition,’’

osenberg said.

“She is untainted by connec-
tions to either the old martial
law government, which has
been discredited, or the Mar-
cos rule. She has little politic al
experience and does not
belong to a political party, but
she has a spontaneous,
widespread, ad hoc follow-
ing,”’ he said.

The radical opposition to the
Marcos government will
benefit from the disgrace of

Corazon Aquino Is Called
‘Last Hope’ for Philippines

the judicial process,
Rosenberg said. “It proves
what they've been saying all
along. But most Filipinos are
not ready to take up arms.”
«“The Roman Catholic
Church is probably the single
most important non-
Communist, non-radical oppo-
nent to Marcos now. About 10
to 15 percent of priests and
nuns have joined the rebels,
but the church is mostly 2

voice of reconciliation and

moderation,” Rosenberg said.

Half a million Filipinos are
already on a waiting list in
Manila seeking visas to
emigrate to the nited States,
Rosenberg said. “Human and
capital flight is a tremendous

roblem in the Philippines,”
e said.

«Many elections (in the
Philippines under Marcos'
rule) have been very farcical
— more a disgrace than an af-
firmation of the democratic
process,’”” he said. .

When Marcos declared mar-
tial law in 1972, he began to re-
ly on the militar& to run the
government and the economy,
Rosenberg said. Many
military officials. were ap-
pointed to govern provinces, a
military censorship board was
established, and a military
court system was set up to
deal with dissenters, who were
considered subversive.

Marcos increased the
military from a force of about
65,000 to almost 200,000, he
said. Many of the new officers
had political loyalties to Mar-
cos but little or no traditional
military training.
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David Rosenberg: Whose side are yos on:

MIDDLEBURY

year ago, he helped
the Winooski 44 nec-

essity defense with
dramatic testimony
about US plans to invade . -

Nicaragua. :

Now sBavid Rosenberg, &
Middlebury College associate
professor of political science,
stands informally

significant involvement in’ g -
.-working on Nicaragua.”

gan administration machina-
tions regarding another Third
World country, the Philippines.
In a recent “Resist News-
letter” article, Erik Guyot,
co-director of the Congres-
sional Liaison Unit of the Phil-
ippine Support Committee,
wrote that Rosenberg poses

as afriend’of anti-Marcos oppo-

sition groups while consis-
tentipetuouiling W

State Department and other
government agencies. .

“The fact that I talk to'the”

:ClA is the reason the left is

angrv with ma [ thinl- 7
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lecturer for government agen-
cies has given him a close look
at the inner sanctum of power.

This.intimate perspective
led to Rosenberg’s Winooski
44 trial appearance. “1doknow
what's going onin US forelgn
policy-making circles, espe
cially among those people mth
public records on insurgency-
counterinsurgency. Many of
them crossed my path in grad-
uate school.

“Many people in the intelli-
gence community feel covert
actions are illegal and counter-
productive. Some in the CIA
were badly burned by Viet-
nam and feel this {Central
Amena] is a replay. This
insurgency group has been sys-

. tematically reassigned to Cen-

America. People I knew
om other areas reappeared,

Rosenberg testified that the
Reaganites came into office
with the objective of getting
rid of the Sandinistas. Spec-
ifically, something called the
Pegasus Plan was disguised
to look like military training

‘exercises, involving Contras

and US naval and air forces.
“It went through all the
motions of an invasion,” Ro-
senberg said. “We landed
1,000 marines in Honduras.”
This was to lead to an actual
invasion of Nlmrag'ua in May

1N04 Wil A3

e
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it was the Guif of Tonkin.”

So, given such an approach,
what chance does Rosenberg
see for a sensible US reaction
to developments in the Philip-
pines? “There’s a better hope
for a more enlightened policy,”
he says. “We have a history
of armed and covert interven-
tion in Central America; it's a
bad habit.”

Discounting our incursions
during the Spanish American
War in the late 19th century
and again during the Huk
rebellion in the fifties, Ro-
senberg cites three major rea-
sons the US should not give
the Philippines a Central
American scenario:

“There is no Soviet support
of the anti-Marcos opposition;
quite the contrary, the Sovi-
ets have very cordial relations
with Marcos. There are very
significant American economic
interests in the Philippines and
military intervention would be
economic disaster. And there’s
a strong human rights lobby
there. Some 50,000 have been
killed in El Salvador. That kind
of brutality has not happened
yet in the Philippines. There’s
still time to prevent it.”

Rosenberg does acknow-
ledge, however, that the same
US military forces that trained
the Salvadoran and Guatema-
lan death squads have access



